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presentations and 
debated in Eng-
land, Switzerland, 
Hong Kong, Ita-
ly, France and 
many other plac-
es. She has spo-
ken before the 
American Bar 
Association, the 
Kentucky Legis-
lature, the Uni-
versity of Min-

nesota Center for 
Biomedical Eth-
ics, and other 
schools and or-
ganizations. 
 

KRLA also is 
proud to an-
nounce that three 
outstanding pro-
life Kentucky 
legislators also 
will speak: Rep. 
Tim Moore (R - 
Dist. 18, Eliza-

bethtown); Rep. Nancy Tate (R - 27th 
Dist., Brandenburg); and Rep. Russell 
Webber (R - Dist. 26, Shepherdsville).  

Patients rights advocate Rita Marker is keynote speaker 
at Sept. 28 KRLA Fall Conference in Elizabethtown 

KRLA members 
also will want to 
hear Mike 
Fichter, presi-
dent and CEO of 
Indiana Right to 
Life, give the 
latest infor-
mation about the 
merger of 
Planned 

Parenthood in 
Kentucky and 
Indiana.   

 

Let’s all gather 
at Elizabeth-
town’s Red 
Lion Inn and 
Suites (107 
Buffalo Creek 
Dr., near I-65) 
on Sept. 28 at 9 
a.m. Morning 
coffee and 
lunch are in-
cluded. We will 
dismiss at about 

2:00 p.m. Admission is $35 per adult, 
$25 per student. See you there! 

KRLA is proud 
to announce that 
Rita Marker, 
patients rights 
advocate, pro-
life attorney and 
acclaimed author 
of Deadly Com-
passion, will be 
the keynote 
speaker at the 

annual 
KRLA Fall 

Conference on Saturday, September 28. 
This important pro-life event will be 
held at the Red Lion Inn and Suites in 
Elizabethtown. 
 
Rita has been executive director of the 
Patients Rights Council since its found-
ing in 1987. She was among the first to 
be profiled in the American Medical 
Association’s American Medical News 
during its series on “people making 
news in an era of dramatic change in 
medicine.”  
 

When Deadly Compassion was pub-
lished in 1993, book reviewers in 
America, Britain, Australia and New 
Zealand agreed that it is a compelling, 
persuasive, well-written and revealing 
discussion of the personal and public 
sides of the euthanasia debate. 
 

Her work has been published in Con-
temporary Perspectives on Rational 
Suicide, the New York Times, Chicago 
Tribune, USA Today, Duquesne Law 
Review, Senior Patient, and Journal of 
Pharmacy Technology, among many 
others. 
 

A former adjunct professor of Political 
Science & Ethics at the University of 
Steubenville (Ohio), Rita has made 
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Patients’ advocate Rita Marker  

YES, I / we will attend the KRLA State Conference on September 28. 
Enclosed is a check for $______ ($35 per adult, $25 per student)  for 

__________ attendees. 
 

Please send coupon and payment to: 
Kentucky Right to Life Association 

134 Breckinridge Lane 
Louisville, KY 40207-4904 

 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
Address ____________________City _____________ St____ Zip _________ 
Phone Number _________________________________ 

State Rep. Tim Moore  

State Rep. Nancy Tate 

State Rep. Russell Webber 

Mike Fichter, President/
CEO Indiana RTL 

KENTUCKY RIGHT TO LIFE ASSOCIATION      
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Why Roe must go: In defense of Heartbeat bills 
Kentucky’s governor, Matt Bevin, 
my mind has been changed.  
 Alabama passed a total ban on abor-
tion this year, and Gov. Kay Ivey 
signed the bill into law on May 14 
amid the slings and arrows of the pro
-abortion zealots. 
  
Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp was 
threatened by Hollywood producers 
with the loss of revenue amounting 
to $9.5 billion in total economic im-
pact in his state if he signed the 
Heartbeat bill. Andy Griffith’s 
“Opie,” film producer Ron Howard, 
was one of the producers leading the 
threats to pull all film production 
from Georgia, costing over 92,000 
jobs in that state. Gov. Kemp signed 
the Heartbeat bill into law on May 7. 
  
How can we not support bills that 
ban or restrict abortion once the ba-
by’s heart is beating?    
  
Since abortion was made legal in all 
50 states 46 years ago, abortion has 
become the most politically divisive 
and culturally obliterating issue of 
the last 50 years. The National Right 
to Life Committee, founded in 1968, 
and KRLA, formed in 1972, were 
the early-warning sirens for what 
would follow a nation that allowed 
the killing of its own children — a 
cultural shift, glaringly evident to-
day, so dire in consequence; and an 
issue so politically divisive that both 
major political parties now are 
sharply different on how they view 
life in the womb. 
 
The Republican Party platform, 
since the time of Ronald Reagan, has 
stated that we must protect life in the 
womb until birth. The Democrat Par-
ty has, since the 1970s, allowed for 
the destruction of life in the womb 
— and today, up to the moment of 
birth. We were horrified after New 
York’s shocking law passed on Janu-
ary 22, followed by Virginia’s deci-
sion in February to allow abortion up 
to the moment of birth and even af-

ter birth — even if the child sur-
vives the abortion.    
 

After Justice Harry Blackmun, a 
Methodist and a Republican, wrote 
the Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton 
rulings, he didn’t foresee that a mas-
sive political backlash that concur-
rently gave rise to a huge grassroots 
effort on the part of ordinary citi-
zens would arise to push back 
against Roe. People were shocked 
and dismayed by the court’s ruling 
that mothers had just been granted 
the legal right to have their unborn 
babies killed by abortionists.  
 
Daniel K. Williams, author of De-
fenders of the Unborn, wrote, “But 
what really made Roe an egregious 
decision, in the view of pro-lifers, 
was that it deprived a class of peo-
ple of their constitutional rights 
by declaring them non-persons, 
something they thought the Su-
preme Court had not done since 
Dred Scott v. Sanford in 1857.” 
 
After Roe became law, it became 
anything but settled law, and re-
mains so to this day. Associate Jus-
tice Byron White, an Episcopalian 
and a Democrat, wrote in his blister-
ing dissent to Roe, “I find nothing 
in the language or the history of the 
Constitution to support the Court’s 
judgement.” He also said that the 
passage of Roe was “an exercise in 
raw judicial power.” Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, an abortion advo-
cate, wrote for the 1985 North Car-
olina Law Review, criticizing the 
Roe and Doe decisions, that “the 
heavy-handed judicial intervention 
was difficult to justify and appears 
to have provoked, not resolved, con-
flict.”  
  
It’s time for Roe v. Wade to be over-
turned. Let us hope that Heartbeat 
bills will provide the impetus need-
ed to set the course for the people in 
all 50 states to be allowed — at last 
— to decide whether their state will 
be on the side of life or death.  

By Diana Maldonado,  
President, KRLA 

 
Kentucky 
became the 
first state 
this year to 
pass a 
Heartbeat 
Bill. Five 
other states 
now have 
followed 
our 

lead: Mississippi, 
Georgia, Ohio, 

Missouri and Louisiana.  
  
On March 14, Senator Matt Cas-
tlen’s bill, Senate Bill 9, the Fetal 
Heartbeat Abortion Ban, passed the 
Kentucky Senate on a 31-6 vote after 
passing the House of Representa-
tives on a 71-19 vote. SB 9 prohibits 
abortion after the detection of a 
heartbeat indicates life. God love 
him!  Sen. Castlen (R - Dist. 8, Ow-
ensboro area) followed his heart and 
his mind, and he did the right thing 
by sponsoring this bill. 
 
If the absence of a heartbeat indi-
cates death, the presence of a 
heartbeat indicates life.  
  
For the last several years, even after 
many successes passing pro-life leg-
islation that became law in restrict-
ing and/or limiting abortions in the 
states, the prevailing wisdom has 
been that the time still is not the 
right time to challenge Roe v. Wade 
at the U. S. Supreme Court. People 
have said that the makeup on the 
current court remains one conserva-
tive pro-life Justice short of a solid 
majority, which could overturn Roe 
v. Wade. 
  
I used to be on the side of this con-
ventional wisdom; but after witness-
ing the courage of two other gover-
nors who are as Life-affirming as 

Diana Maldonado,  
KRLA president  
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shirts by collecting pledges of at 
least $60 (individual) or $100 
(family). Please ask everyone you 
know to sponsor you in this im-
portant event. 
 
For additional information, please 
visit krla.org. See you at the Walk! 

Please join the hundreds of pro-life 
men, women and children from all 
around Kentuckiana who will gath-
er at Trinity High School in Louis-
ville on the morning of Saturday, 
September 14, to show their sup-
port for Life. 
 
The 41st annual KRLA Walk for 
Life will proceed from the school 
(4011 Shelbyville Rd.) along Shel-
byville Road toward the area’s 
largest and busiest shopping areas, 
which include Mall St. Matthews 
and Oxmoor Mall. The walk is an 
easy three miles (5K). 
 
Every Saturday, Shelbyville Road 
is a transportation artery for indi-
viduals and families doing their 
shopping. The KRLA Walk for 
Life, with its positive pro-life 
signs, youngsters in strollers, and 
colorful balloons, is a great way to 
remind onlookers that the most 
vulnerable members of our society 
deserve protection. 
 
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m., 
and the Walk starts at 10:00 a.m. 
We will begin with announcements 
and prayer — and we will walk, 
rain or shine. 
 
KRLA members recently received 
a flyer about the Walk; it includes 
information about earning Walk T-
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The pro-abortion lobby is scared and preparing for Roe’s repeal  

In Kentucky, however, representa-
tives have proposed that if Roe is 
repealed, abortion should never be 
allowed. 
 
Pro-lifers must always remember 
that even if Roe v. Wade is over-
turned, the pro-abortion side won’t 
quit. They will just shift their strat-
egy. We must remember that our 
task, as pro-lifers, is to try to elimi-
nate abortion. That requires chang-
ing women’s hearts from sea to 
shining sea. When most people in 

every state and locality recognize 
abortion as the evil that it is, that’s 
when we really can say that our 
work is done. 
 
Michael Utter is a pro-live activist 
who earned a B.A. degree in Polit-
ical Science at the University of 
Louisville. 

Most people know the law of phys-
ics which states that for every ac-
tion, there is an equal and opposite 
reaction. Well, the events of this 
spring proved that law to be true 
especially for pro-lifers. 
 
First, in Virginia, Democrat Ralph 
Northam favorably described a bill 
in the Virginia House of Delegates 
that actually would permit the kill-
ing of babies who survive botched 
abortions. That is so shocking to 
hear — the state of Virginia would 
approve of something that is not 
permitted even in China! 
 
Unfortunately, in my home state of 
New York, a very similar bill was 
passed. Upon its passage, you actu-
ally heard and saw clapping from 
inside the chamber. We also have 
seen more aggressive pro-abortion 
behavior here in Kentucky; I’m 
speaking of the recent [April 12] 
assault on Donna During in front 
of the EMW abortion center here 
in Louisville. This is just one ex-
ample of how extreme the pro-
abortion side is getting. 
 
There are two reasons for this.  
The first is simple: They are 
scared. The Trump Administration 
has gotten several pro-life judges 
confirmed, and that has them 
thinking of the possibility of a 
world without Roe v. Wade. 
 
As many reading this already 
know, repealing Roe would not 
outlaw abortion directly. It would 
make regulating abortion a matter 
to be decided in each state. This 
means that your average “blue” 
state, such as Oregon, theoretically 
could decide that babies can be 
killed right up to the moment be-
fore leaving the hospital. 

By Michael Utter 

Michael Utter: Our task is to change 
women’s hearts from sea to shining 
sea.  

Did you know? 
 
On April 12, Donna Durning, 
long-time KRLA member and 
sidewalk counselor for more 
than 20 years, was shoved 
down onto the sidewalk by a 
young woman leaving the 
EMW Women’s Surgical Cen-
ter. Donna suffered a broken 
femur and a bleeding head 
wound. She underwent surgery 
and is recovering. 

Use your Krog-
er Card to sign 
up for the Krog-
er Community 
Rewards Pro-
gram (KCRP) 
and 4% of the 

money you spend goes to the RTL 
Educational Foundation of KY.  
 
To participate, visit kroger.com 

and search it for our new number 
(EH420) or Right to Life Educa-
tional Foundation of KY. Current 
members need that account number 
(EH420) when contacting Kroger 
for information (email 
kcr24@kroger.com).  
 
Thank you, all who support the 
foundation with their Kroger card! 
 

Kroger cards support RTL Educational 
Foundation of KY 

http://kroger.com
mailto:kcr24@kroger.com
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Who is that calling out? 
unleashed a flurry of unscrupulous abor-
tionists operating unsafe, filthy and even 
fraudulent abortion mills. 
 

The fallacy of abortion’s being “health 
care,” something low-income women 
desperately “need” or “want,” is intellec-
tually insulting and downright degrading. 
A 2015 Brookings Institute study shows 
that poor women have four times fewer 
abortions than the more well-to-do. The 
reason may not be because they can’t af-
ford one, but because lower income peo-
ple traditionally lean pro-life. 

 

“A baby, even when unplanned, is a 
great source of fulfillment for women in 
low-income” communities, research 
sociologist Kathryn Edin writes. 
“Women in a higher income bracket will 
be more seriously inconvenienced by 
pregnancy, as they stand to lose more 
money in caring for their children,” Edin 
and her other colleagues conclude. 
 

The recent trend by some abortion ad-
vocates to encourage women 
to “celebrate” their abortions is sicken-
ing. Contrast this with countless volun-
teers at more than 2,000 non-profit 
pregnancy resource centers who offer 
not only love and compassion, but also 
tangible material and spiritual support 
before, during and after pregnancy. 
This is a real reason for celebration! 
 

Two-and-a-half million children are 
alive today — earning an education,  
playing sports, dating, marrying and 
having kids of their own — thanks to 
sound social policies, such as the Hyde 
Amendment, prohibiting tax dollars 
from subsidizing abortion. Moreover, 
60,000 mothers each year have been 
spared the mental anguish, guilt, depres-
sion, even physical injury, that abortion 
at times inflicts on women. 
 

But like the spiritual injunction con-
demn the sin, not the sinner, the pro-
life movement remains committed to 
stigmatizing evil (abortion) — not 
shaming the women, who themselves 
often are victims of the pressure from 
others to abort. 
 

Christina Bennett, whose mother 
walked out of a Connecticut abortion 
clinic 38 years ago, recently told a 
House Judiciary subcommittee that 
taking the lives of children through 
abortion doesn’t “empower or 
strengthen” women. 
 

“Abortion has left behind countless 
wounded women and men 
as it silenced millions of children who 
otherwise would have had a 
voice and lived out the purpose for 
their life,” lamented Bennett. 
 

The failure to promote adoption, the 
best alternative to abortion, is a stigma 
of epic proportions — a self-inflicted 
wound America needs to reverse. 
 

Abby Johnson, the former Planned 
Parenthood executive whose witness 
of an ultrasound-guided abortion be-
came a watershed moment for her 
conversion to the pro-life cause, spear-
heads And Then There Were None, a 
network of former abortion clinic 
workers who have deserted the indus-
try. Her journey speaks volumes on 
what we in the pro-life movement 
have been all about: 
 

“How can we condemn those who are 
truly blinded by evil? We can’t. We 
shouldn’t. How do we bring about 
conversion of those living in blind-
ness?  By love. By truth in charity. By 
offering forgiveness. By offering mer-
cy. With prayer.” 

Even amid the languid dog days of 
summer, clamp-crushing, forceps-
twisting violence inflicted by abortion-
ists on helpless unborn children 
doesn’t subside. In nearly a million 
instances each year, the “safe” refuge 
of a mother’s womb schizophrenically 
disintegrates into a killing field where 
shards of arms, legs, spine and intes-
tines are scattered. This is not a horror 
film. It’s the scourge of legalized abor-
tion in America. 
 

This procedure, known as Dilation and 
Evacuation, or D&E, which includes a 
grisly reassembly of decimated baby 
body parts (to prevent a mother’s 
bleeding or infection) occurs more than 
500 times a year in Kentucky. 
 

Attempts by pro-abortionists to de-
stigmatize D&E, and other barbaric 
methods targeting the preborn, are ut-
terly shameful in a sound and civilized 
society. The once-Democrat mantra of 
keeping abortion “safe, legal and rare” 
has been replaced with a radical insist-
ence that abortion be permitted up to 
birth (even at taxpayers’ expense), 
while simultaneously refusing to man-
date that infant survivors of botched 
abortions be afforded medical care to 
save their young lives. 
 

Still, these massive killings are draped 
in euphemisms such as “choice,” 
“right” or “reproductive free-
dom” (every bit a misnomer). The 
American public, however, isn’t buy-
ing such subterfuge. The latest Gallup 
poll (in May) shows 60% of Americans 
wanting all (21%) or almost all (39%) 
abortions made illegal. 
 

The purpose of laws designed to stop 
abortions once a fetal heartbeat is de-
tected — or to ban abortions based on 
gender, race, or disability — is a re-
sponse to the centuries’ old belief that 
abortion is objectively immoral and 
represents the intentional killing of a 
developing human being. 
 

Legalized killing of unborn children has 
done nothing to improve the lives of 
women and families. Forty-six years of 
legalized abortion has exacerbated child 
abuse and “out of wedlock” births. It has 
fueled the “feminization of poverty” and 

By Schu Montgomery 

 

Who is that calling out? 
Who’s that crying? 

Do you wonder? 
 

We are the Innocents.   
We are the Innocents 

The righteous 
Unimpeachable 

 
We are the Innocents 
We are the Innocents  

We are you. 
 

“Song for the Innocents” by John  
Ondrasik from the feature film 

“Gosnell:  The Trial of America’s  
Biggest Serial Killer” 
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GIFTS GIVEN IN HONOR OR IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES AND FRIENDS 

Editor’s Corner 
aborted more than 60 million innocent 
unborn babies. 
 

This was well before the U.S. Supreme 
Court legalized abortion on January 22, 
1973. Some states, including Kentucky, 
were seeing people call for passage of 

laws that would overturn the prohibition 
of abortion in their states. Some of them 
were successful, some were not. But in 
1973, seven members of the nine-member 
U.S. Supreme Court, in a 7-2 ruling, over-
turned all the protective laws on prohibit-
ing abortion in our entire nation with a 
ruling that made abortion legal in all of 
our states for the full nine months of preg-
nancy — and for any “health” reason im-
aginable (Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bol-
ton). 

The people were shocked, sickened and 
determined. We could not allow these 
barbaric rulings to stand. Now to the pre-
sent. It is important to remember that our 
work must continue even more im-
portantly in the months ahead. With the 
appointment of Neil Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh by President Donald Trump, 
and their confirmation by the U.S. Sen-
ate, the pro-abortion opposition has ex-
pressed its determination not to allow the 
U.S. Supreme Court to reverse its Roe v. 
Wade and Doe v. Bolton decisions. 
 

We must strive even harder to educate the 
vast numbers of the public about the hor-
rors of killing innocent babies in their 
mothers’ wombs. It’s difficult to believe 
that thousands of our citizens still do not 
know the truth. 
 

Please help us recruit more Americans to 
become actively involved. The future of 
our nation depends upon each one of us. 
BECOME INVOLVED NOW! Call our 
office at (502) 895-5959. 
 

May God bless you always! 
 

 

Dear Friend of Life, 
 

In 2020, which is just five months away, 
Right to Life of Louisville, the first NRLC 
affiliate in Kentucky, will memorialize its 
50th year in launching the war against 
abortion. Seems preposterous, doesn’t it, 
that we have been laboring so many years 
in our quest to stop the legalized killing of 
millions of innocent preborn babies? 
 

How clear, however, it is in my mind. As I 
look around our state of Kentucky and see 
the thousands and thousands of citizens 
who have taken up the mantle of defend-
ing human lives, I am struck by the love 
and dedication of this movement to defend 
the sanctity of all human life — a move-
ment that becomes stronger each day. 
 

We are not unique in the U.S.A. in this 
venture. Other states besides Kentucky 
organized in the late 1960s as they learned 
the horror perpetrated by some legisla-
tures and governors — but we were 
among the very first states to organize. 
There were individuals who spoke out 
strongly and movingly on the horror of 
permitting the killing of innocent preborn 
babies, whose lives previously had been 
protected by law. We now (2019) have 

IN MEMORY OF CATHERINE 
THORNBERRY 
James & Jeanine Thornberry 
 
IN MEMORY OF KATHY  
FEHRIBACH 
James & Jeanine Thornberry 
 
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT A. 
(BUDDY) ROTH, SR. 
Greg & Sharon Silvers 
 
IN HONOR OF DONNA DURNING 
Fred & Patty Friedmann 
Mary Alan Woodward 
 
IN HONOR OF BERNARD & 
LORETTA DOLAN (70TH Wedding 
Anniversary) 
Catherine Greulich 
 
IN HONOR OF JAUNIE KNAPP 
John & Stacie Edelen 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH CARRICO 
Karen L. Weaver 
 
IN MEMORY OF JOAN 
SCHWEITZER 
Alan & Teresa Thompson 
 
IN HONOR OF CLARA W.  
ZOELLER (90th Birthday) 
Rita M. Stone 
John & Pat Kuecker 
Anne Mary (Keenan) Stakem & Tom 
Keenan Family 
 
IN MEMORY OF CECIL IGLEHART 
Margaret Reinhart 
 
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT CASTER 
Ethel M. Corbett 
Mary H. Dyar 
Jeff & Judi Virant 
Jerry & Mary Ann Hubbs 
Ron & Nancy Glaser 
Doug & Laura Wolz 
Jerry Passafiume 

IN MEMORY OF PHILLIP H.  
GRAHAM 
Cathy Greulich 
 
IN MEMORY OF BRENDA LEE 
KELLEY 
Wayne & Martha Cashen 
 
IN MEMORY OF ROY LEE 
ROBERTS 
Wayne & Martha Cashen 
 
IN HONOR OF MARGIE  
MONTGOMERY 
Larry & Janice Detherage 
 
IN MEMORY OF MARY ANN  
MATTINGLY 
Joseph & Carol Taylor 
 
IN MEMORY OF MAURICE A. 
BEGLEY 
Joseph & Carol Taylor 
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August 15-25 
KRLA & RTL Educational  
Foundation of KY 
Information booths 
KY State Fair, Louisville 
 
September 14 (Saturday) 
KRLA Walk for Life 
Trinity High School, Louisville 
 
September 28 (Saturday) 
KRLA Fall Conference 
Red Lion Inn and Suites 
Elizabethtown 
 
October 7 (Monday) 
RTL Educational Foundation  
of KY 
Annual Golf Outing 
Shelbyville Country Club 
Shelbyville 

Upcoming Events 
Did You Know? 

• During the first half of this year (January 1 through June 30), a 
total of 2,097 babies were aborted at the EMW Women’s Surgi-
cal Center. 

 
• A federal appeals court has upheld a Kentucky law allowing 

mothers a chance to see an ultrasound before aborting their ba-
bies. In 2017, the Kentucky legislature passed the bill, but U.S. 
District Court Judge David Hale struck it down shortly thereaf-
ter. Governor Matt Bevin appealed Judge Hale’s ruling. This 
past June, Gov. Bevin proclaimed a “huge pro-life victo-
ry” when the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals refused to have 
the entire court reconsider a ruling by a three-judge panel that 
upheld the law. (lifenews.com)  

 
• On July 15, undercover investigator David Daleiden of the 

Center for Medical Progress was vindicated in court on against 
the bogus lawsuit that Planned Parenthood filed after his videos 
exposed the abortion chain for selling body parts from aborted 
babies. Daleiden’s win is a great victory for the First Amend-
ment freedoms of citizen journalists. (lifenews.com) 

http://lifenews.com
http://lifenews.com

