
Intrinsic Value of Human Life 

 In my life, of 17 years, I have gained much, but lost more. We lose people, 

relationships,  things we hold in precious value: new cars, expensive jewelry, 

especially, family heirlooms. In a world full of things considered valuable, one stands 

out most, life. The precious value of our human life. Countless clichés like, “You Only 

Live Once”, characterize how people really feel about living life to the fullest or 

controlling their own lives. 68% of the population suffer from necrophobia - the fear 

of death or dying (Statistic Brain Research Institute 2018). There are countless 

precautions taken to ensure the safety of mankind, like seatbelts and vaccines. 

People take impressive measures throughout their lives, to “stay safe”, because their 

life is precious. A man can lose everything he has, but if he still has his life, he has 

hope. So, why do these people- who protect themselves from injury or death by 

wearing seatbelts, or taking vaccines-choose to accept the ideas of abortion or 

euthanasia as moral? Even ethical?  

 Life is defined as: an organismic state characterized by capacity for 

metabolism growth, reaction to stimuli, and reproduction. (Merriam-Webster’s 

Dictionary 2018) In relation to abortion: the termination of a pregnancy after, 

accompanied by, resulting in, or closely followed by the death of 

the embryo or fetus. (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary 2018) Did you catch that? “The 

DEATH of a fetus.” The literal definition of the word means “to kill”. According to 

Janet Woods RN, BSN, the Senior Nurse Manager of the Maternal Child Health Division, 

at King’s Daughters Medical Center, “The fetal heart, begins beating around 22 days 

after conception.” In reply to when life begins she stated, “You pronounce someone 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fetus


dead, when the heart stops beating, so would it not make sense to believe life begins 

when the heart starts beating?” When asked what the latest date to abort a baby, Mrs. 

Woods replied, “I’m not sure. We do not practice abortion at KDMC, because we feel 

it is not ethical.” The latest legal date to abort a baby in most states is 20-24 weeks. 

According to Mrs. Woods, who oversees the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at KDMC, “By 

24 weeks gestation, the fetus is viable.”  

 As horrendous as abortion is, it does not stand as the only adversary against 

life. Euthanasia is becoming prevalent in the United States and is defined as, “the act 

or practice of permitting the death of hopelessly sick or injured individuals in a 

relatively painless way for reasons of mercy.” (Merriam-Webster Dictionary 2018) On 

the surface, euthanasia sounds like a gift to humanity that steals away the pain and 

suffering of this world, a release to the “other side”.  However, one must take himself 

out of the present situation! Right or wrong, it is still murder! 

 My family was recently confronted with this option when my aunt was fatally 

ill.  She lay in a coma for two weeks in the Intensive Care Unit. The doctors presented 

the option of taking her off the ventilator and “letting her go”. We hated seeing her 

suffer, and knew that she’d be in heaven. We are human! We do not have that 

privilege. Who are we to “play God”? Matters of life or death are not ours to decide! 

According to the literal definition, she was still alive. We decided that we were not 

“playing God”. She improved, but ultimately passed away. It was difficult, but those 

last few moments of happiness were priceless. Life is precious. Life is priceless.  



 Besides the mental effects that euthanasia takes on society that simply 

disposes of the sick, there are concerns that “murder” is subtly being introduced into 

hospitals and could lead to murder of patients. If doctors can proceed with this 

“treatment”, could it perhaps be used inappropriately? Perhaps given to the wealthy 

with large life insurance policies? (ProCon.org 2018) Beyond legalities, is it not 

hypocritical for a medical professional to voluntarily terminate care knowing the 

result is death? The Hippocratic Oath every physician is required to take states, “I will 

apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures [that] are required...” (Tyson 2018) 

Apply “ALL measures”. To let death win would seem the coward’s choice to me. 

Knowing how to fix a problem, but instead stepping back to watch a patient atrophy 

does not seem ethical.  

 Ultimately, whether life is valued in parts of the medical field, it is evident in 

the Holy Bible that God considers our lives priceless. Countless accounts in the Bible 

show just how much we mean to God. God “formed man from the dust, and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life.” (Genesis 2:7, KJV) He handcrafted us. “For you 

created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb...” (Psalm 

139:13, KJV) If the God of the universe took such meticulous care in creating life, who 

are we- the creations of His handiwork- to assume the power to take it?   

 Evidently, life has depreciated. Society has placed a price on others’ lives, yet 

not on theirs. See? That’s the point! Other lives don’t matter!  According to Pro-

Abortionists, “the mother’s body, the mother’s choice”. However, 98% percent of 

women aren’t aware they are pregnant before 22 days after conception; the amount 

of time needed for the baby to have a beating heart, creating life (Woods 2018). By 



this definition of life, since the heart is beating, euthanasia is taking the life of a 

person. Whether they consent or not, it is murder! Who are we to place a price on the 

life of an infant who cannot speak for itself, or the elderly who cannot help their 

situations?   
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