
The Value of Human Life 

   Human life is valued above all else.  This value has been the basis of many laws today; the 

reason why people who take lives go to prison.  On this, we can all agree.   But when people ask 

why, that’s where our problem begins. 

    Let’s start out with what is human life.  I’m not talking about human life as a human with a 

heartbeat; I'm talking about people who experience things.  In the way, that separates us from 

animals.  We are capable of speaking a language, learning mathematics, splitting atoms, and so 

on and so on.  If a human cannot experience these things, that person is, scientifically, brain dead 

but that person is still a human life. 

    It’s not up for argument that human life has value; it’s uncontroversial.  But identifying why a 

human life is valuable is not so easy.  And what makes it valuable? It’s not the human body itself 

that makes it valuable; after all, they aren’t permanent.  It’s the person inside the body that makes 

it valuable.  Let me explain. 

    A human body without a soul would be just a human body.  There would be no person inside 

of it.  But as soon as you add a soul, that body becomes a person.  That soul is what makes that 

person really a person.  When we go to heaven, we won’t have our human bodies, we’ll receive 

new ones.  The only part of us that will go to heaven will be our soul.  We can infer from that 

that our soul is what makes us a person.  Since our soul can’t always be considered human, after 

all, it is a soul, what other reasons make a human life valuable? 

    It seems logical to say that most people will agree that the value of human life is intuitive.  We 

don’t just want to live because we are deluded or manipulated by our instincts, but because we 



feel we are a highly meaningful to someone.  This is true; we are highly meaningful to God.  

This is the same for humans.  Humans value a life of another; life is valuable.   

When people see that someone has been killed, even if they have never heard of that person 

before, most people will feel grief.  They will mourn, even if it is only for a few moments, for the 

loss of that person.  If human life is not valuable, why would we feel grief for someone we don’t 

know? 

    Another example would be that it is quite simple and easy to end your life.  Choosing to do so 

does not come as easy.  Why?  It is because even if our lives are horrific, most of us still value it 

enough to keep on going.  A human life, including our own, is valuable enough that taking it 

away is not a very easy decision.  We believe that a human life is still worth something, even if 

things are bad.   

    But what about people who are disabled?  Certain people cannot function like a healthy human 

being due to being born with a disability or something happening in life after birth.  Are they as 

valuable as a healthy human life? 

    In considering this question, we must keep in mind that the value and dignity of human life is 

grounded in the fact that God is the One who created it.  Human worth should not fluctuate with 

the level of perceived human usefulness to our society or how much they are suffering.  We are 

all made in the image of God and whether or not we are deemed “healthy” or not should not 

decrease our value.  God loves us all the same; it does not matter how we function. 



    To support this point biblically, Moses, in Leviticus 19:14, 32, tells us that we should respect 

the blind, the deaf, and the elderly.  People, even if they are dependent on someone else, should 

have the same amount of respect and dignity given to them as someone who is healthy. 

    The value and dignity of human life was given when God first breathed life into Adam.   As 

stewards of the life and world that God has given us, we are to uphold its sanctity and value from 

our birth to our death.  As Christians we are supposed to give love and strength to everyone, no 

matter their age or their health.   

    In conclusion, human life is valuable because God made us like Him and gave His own breath 

to us in order to give us life.  A person who is disabled has just as much of God’s likeness in 

himself as everyone else.  In that, he is just as valuable as the first man himself.  
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